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ANUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.
OF MUSIO, Pearteanth street.—ITALAIY OFERA
g A ;

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway~Twnr Rors Faité—
S insmner—BiovL.

mmmn-up—g\namm
Passpesy—Yansss Tins—Go0p NATURED (ENTLENAN.

2 5 Bond gtreol.—
um-‘umm“

B THEA Breadway.—EvERYSOST'S
WALLACK! m!l!.

LAURA EEENE'S THEATEE, @4 Broadway.—Duriwy

. s Api———

NEW THAEATRE, Bowery—Mnisz or New
& Gooan axp Tus Gowoen Eco—Ouninos.

FRENCH THEATER 006 Broadway.—Cowmti's Momoas
BTEEY ANMENT.

BARNUM'S ANERICAN MUSEUM, Brosdway.—ARer-
nooa m&i Kvealog—TAoR 0F TAMWORTH—ALADDIN—NER-
yoos 3

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS, Mechanies' Hall, 472 Broadway—
Buniksques, BoNgs, Dawcms, &o.—BORNES AT PilaLons.

NIBLO'S BALOON, Broadway.—Gmo. Cmmisrr's Miw-
wrexis (v Boxgs, Dances, Bouiesques, &0 —BLACK BraTuk.

WOOD'S MINSTREL'S, 4# Broadway.—Ermioriax Bowgs,

Daiwcss, ko —New Yaan Caus.

CHATHAM AMPHITHEATRE.—Equestian PEnrozu-
Axous—HoME AND THE HomELesa.

NEW OPERA HOUER, 90 Broadway.—Dsirvox's Pis-
Lo XD Lynw Pe

TRIPLE SHEET.

New York, Tuesday, Decomber 38, 1859,

THE STATE OF THE UNION.

Wedo to-day what has never before been done
by any newspaper since the beginning of the
government. We publish entire, in one sheet,
the message of the President and the reporis
from all the departments, thus enabling the
people at this critical juncture of our political
history, to see at a glance, and at the cost of
two cents, a panoramic picture of the whole
state of the Union. The salient points of these
important documents are given In the several
editorial articles referring to them; but those
who wish for more minute information can
read the reports themselves. They are highly
interesting and instructive to all who are con-
cerned about the condition of the country, and
at this eventful time they will command the at-
tention of the majority of our readers. The
acoomplishment of this feat—the publication in
this city of the President's message and all the
reports of the heads of departmenta on the next
morning after their delivery to Congress—
marks a new era in journalism, and shows that
the press has kept pace with the progress of
the couniry, and is not only a mirror and a re-
flex of the times, but is itself part of the growth
of the nation, one of its great Institutions, in-
creasing and developing its resources like the

Union whose daily history it daguerreotypea.
et e .-
The News.

The readers of HEraLD will find in the columns
of to-day's paper the following important public
documents:—

1,—The annual Mepsage of the President.

2. —The sanual report of the SBecretary of the Treasury.

3.—The annual report of the Postmaster General.

4.—The annoal report of the Becretary of War.

6.—The annual report of the Secretary of the Navy.

6.—The annual report of the Secretary of the Interior.

Asnthese documents embrace the history of the na-
tion for the past year,and also contain very im-
portant recommendations aflectlng the material
interests of all classes of citizens, they will com-
mand universal attention and carefol perusal

Both houses of Congress were in session yester-
day. The Seanate, after the reading of the Presi-
dent's Message, adjourned till Friday. Io the
House, Mr. 8mith, of Virginia, delivered a speech
on the relations between the North and the Bouth.
A ballot for Bpeaker was then had without effect-
ing a choice, and the House adjourned.

The West Indis mail steamship Earmak arrived
at this port yesterday evening with news from Ha-
vana to the 20th, and from Nassan, N. P., to the
24 inst. There were no freights to be had at Ha-
vans. The United States steamship Wyandot,
Commander Btanley, when entering the port of
Cienfuegos, with a distressed vessel in tow, waa
fired at with muskets from the fort and brought to,
by order of the officer in command. The Governor
subsequently made some sort of an apology.
Trade was dull at Havana, but the city waa healthy

The Northern Light came into port last evening,
from Aspiowall, with two hundred and sixty-four
passengers from Ben Franciaco, & lot of gold dust,
and some of the ore from the new mines at Washoe,
California, consigned to Havre. We have an As
pinwall letter, dated on the 19%h inst., two days
later than previons advices. The American clipper
ship Mataro was burned at Taboga on the 19th inst.
Bhe was from Liverpool, bound for Callas, with
lime, patent fuel and coal, and it was thought that
she caught fire from spontaneous combustion of the
former material. Dr. Edman, surgeon of the Eng.
lish mail steamer Bolent, had died of yellow fever.
The Solent had put into Aspinwall from Ban Joan
del Norte, but brought no news from Central Ame-

rica. The United States frigate Babine bad sailed
for San Juan del Norte trom Aspinwall

The American ship Margaret, of Portland, Hen-
ry A. Merryman, master, from New Orleans bound
for Glasgow, with a cargo of 1,340 bales of cotton,
wos lost on Little Bahama Bank on Sanday, the
18th inst., at two o'clock A. M. The cargo hsd
been naved, with the exoeption of a fow bales, all
dry but the lower tier. Part of the cargo had ar-
rived st Wassan in several wrecking vesseds.

A banquet was given by Mr. Fernando Wood,
the indefatigable Mayor elect, at the Astor
House, on Saturday evening last, to the members
of the Common Counofl and Governor of the Alms-
houss elect. Mr. oou aelivgted a speech, In
munmuammmmzumm
mﬂfﬁadﬁ,mmt_m his de-
torminstien to combat every effort which may he
made to aback his progress in the sccomplishment
of that deairable object.

Tho Board of Bapervisors met last evoning. The
ordinance, which had been reforred to the Commit.
teoon Amtmal Taxes, to sppropriste the sum or
$11,440 38 In addition to the amounts heretafore

eppropristed, was called up, and adopteq by avete

of 802, The Commitiee on Printing, &¢., recom-
monded the passing of the billa, amounting to
$1,340 77, which was adopted. The resolation of
Bapervisor Bell, to inorease the salarics of the
Judges of the Bupreme Court, Superior Court, the
Common Pleas and the Burrogate, to the oxtent
of $1,000 in addition to their present pay, to take
effect from the st of January, 1860, was agaia
called up, disoussed, snd finally lost by a tie vote
of 6to 6. The report of the Committeo on Crimi-
nal Courts, in favor of inoreasing the Metropolitan
police force to fourteen hundred men, was
adopted, notwithstanding the veto of Mayor Tie-
mann. After some routine business the Board
adjourned, to meet on Friday next at three o'olock.

At the meeting of the Board of Aldermen last
evening, Alderman Brady presented a resolution
to the effect that it sras proper that on the arrival
of the Hon. Wm. H. Beward in this clty, ita inhabi-
tants, who constitute a large preportion of his con-
stituents, should, through their representatives in
the Common Council, evince their sppreciation of his

named Aldermen Brady, Tuomey and Bmith as
such committee. The Tax Levy was made a spe-

i to change the name of
‘“ Buena Vista" to “ Fort Goorge,” on the Worth
monument, to conform to historical fact, was con.
curred in. A communication was received from
the Cemptroller for an ordinance authorizing the
issue of additional Croton water stock, to the
amount of not more- than $1,000,000. The report
in favor of donating $500 to the Opthalmic Hos-
pital was received and lsid over. The report
in favor of domating the sum of $1,423 for the Co-
lored Orphan Asylum waa adopted. The commu-
nication from the Comptroller recommending nd-
ditional appropriations was called up. The Board
then adhered to their former action, and refused to
concur with the clause inserted by the Councilmen
appropriating a further sum of $20,00 for print-
ing, &e.

The Board of Councilmen disposed of a large
number of routine papers last evening, all of whioh,
bowever, were devoid of general public interest.
They concurred with the Aldermen in granting the
use of their chamber to Benator Beward to recsive
his friends on his arrival from Europe. A petition
of Engine Company No. 7 for a new engine was
granted. A resolution to increase the salary of the
Auditor of Accounts in the Finance Department to
#3500, was adopted. The Board adjourned till Fri-
day afternoon at two o'clock.

In the absence of a quorum of the Board of
AlmsHouse Governors yesterday, no business
was disposed of at their meeting. The number in
the institutions at the present time is 7,883, an in-
crease of two over last week. The number ad-
mitted during the past week being 1,245, and
those who died, were discharged, or sent to other
institutions, numbered 1,243,

The sales of colten yeslerday reached abont 2,000 hajes,
The market closed with steadiness, on the basis of 1lc.
for middling uplands. The receipts atthe ports since the
Ist of Seplember last have reached 1,044,000 balcs,
agninst 1,683,000 for the same period in 1858, Estimating
the crop of 1850 st 4,000,000 to 4,200,000 bales, it will be
perceived that the receipts by the Ist proximo will ap-
proximate one-half of the whole crop—a result, resched
£0 early in the soason, without precedenl. Of the sap-
Pplies we have exporied in the same timo 904,000 bales,
against 819,000 in 1858; and, at $50 per bale, of the value
of $40,700,000. The stock on hand, by latest mail
dates, amounted to 884,000, ngsinst 700,000 in 1858
Flour was modorstoly deall in, and prises were without
change of importance. Wheat was fOrmly held, while
sales were light. Corn was g Tork A

to be held with firmness, with sales al rates givea in
another column. Sugars were in more active demand,
and prices were firm. The gales embraced about 2,650
bhds., & part of which were sold on Saturday afternocon.
For priccs we refer {o another column. Coffee was firm,
with moderate gales of Rlo, including & small lot of -
caibo, st full prices. The stock of Rio embraced 17
bags, 36,600 mats, and 1,000 bags Java, giving a total of
all kinds (including 4,886 bags Ceylon) of 61,259 bags and
mais. Froighis were firm, but engagements were quite
imited.

The Presldont's Mossage—The Broad Na-
tional Folioy of Mr., HBuchanan's Ad-
ministration.

The President's annual message to Congress
is at length before our readers. After waitlng
three weeks for an organieation from the dis-
cordant elements of the House, we think that
Mr. Buchanan has acted wisely in reference to
the wishes of the American people, and with a
proper regard to the dignity of his own posi-
tion, in resolving to wait no longer. The mem-
bers of the House can read and inwardly dl-
gest the solid Ggures, the sober truths, and the
reasonable, judicious and patriotic recommen-
dations of the message, ns well without o
Speaker a8 with one. We hope, too, that the
broad national and conservative policy of the
administration, as thus laid down, will soon be
marked by good results in the Honse. We are
confident that the message, at all events, will
receive a large and cordial endorsement from
all sections, parties and classes of the country.

In the outset the President touches upon the
late abolition foray at Harper's Ferry with be-
coming gravity; and in that lofty spirit of con-
ciliation for which he is so distinguished, he
expresscs the firm belief that this deplorable
affair “will be the means, nnder Providence,
of allaying the existing excitement, and pre-
venting future outbreaks of a similar charac-
ter.” Upon this point heis very powerfally
sustained by the uprising Union sentiment of
the country, in all directiona.

Next, upon the subject of slavery in the Ter-
riteries, the President takes especial care that
there shall be no longer any possible excuse for
a misconstruction of his platform. He accepts
the decision of the Bupreme Court as conclu-
sive that the Territories are alike open to the
North and the South during their Territorial
condition, and that pending this interval
“neither Congresa nor a Territorial Legislature,
nor any human power, has any authority to an-
nul or impair this vested right,” This position
may not be satisfactory to Mr. Douglas and hia
followers; it may net come up to the extreme
demands of the Southern fire-eaters; it certain-
Iy will be denounced as rank heresy by the re-
publicans; but until some better plan shall be
proposed than this, of absolute non-interven-
tion touching slavery in the Territories, for the
preservation of law and order therein, the pat-
riotic reader of every party will be apt to re-
cognise the superior weight of Mr. Buchanan's
views. They suggest a platform upon which
the democracy of all sections may harmonious-
ly stand; nor can they agree upon any othey,

Upon the African slave trade the message
emphatically refutes and rebukes all those un-
founded partisan libels which for the laat
twelve months have charged the administra-
tion with a guilty complicity or connivance in
the matter of the revival of this Infamous traf-
fic. We especially commend the message upon
this subject to the careful and honest consider-
ation of Mr. Thurlow Weed, of the Albany

Jowrnal, and to all others of our newspaper
cotemporaries who huveassisted in the ¢lreula-

tion of his inventions and insinuations, impll-
catin the administration with these African
slave traders.

Referring the reader to the otherwise aatis-
factory condition of our forelgn relations, a8
detailed in the message, our attention Is par-
ticularly called to Spaln, Ouba, and the affalrs
of Mexico. Upon Cuba the polioy of a Liberal
fund with which to opem negotiations Is ad-
hered to, from whioh it must be evident that
there is good ground for the belief that the ex-
periment suggeated would be orowned with
success, In the affairs of Mexico it appears
“there has beean no Improvement” since last
December. The olear and highly interesting
explanation of these “affaira” which is then
given fully justifies the recommendations which
follow in favor of the recognition of the liberal
government, and for a law “apthorizing the Pre-
sident, under such restrictions as may be deem-
ed expedient, to employ a sufficlent military
force to enter Mexico for the purposs of ob-
taining indemnity for the past and security for
the future.”

Here we have the only pragtical solution o

of that counmtry by some European Pewer,
or the rapid descent of the Mexican States to
the condition of so many camps of savages.
Here, too, the President suggests = ooup d'élal,
promising the happiest results to us in our do-
meetic relations, and the most brilliant advan-
tages In the extension of our political and com-
mercial power. Hore we have a programme
bold, patriotic, practical and progressive,
which can be made to sweep the country in
November next over any and all other ques-
tions combined. Let us, therefore, hope that
the President this time will be actively second-
ed by the democracy in Congress, and that this
Mexican question, now fully ripe, will be speed-
ily reduced to a practical test with the ene-
mies of our national advancement.

The message recommends & Territorial go-
vernment for Arizona. Very good. We are
not aware of any objection. Our Central
American affairs have been settled in several
treaties, which it is thought will be satisfactory
to all concerned. Let them be ratified. Pro-
tection to our citizens and property crossing
the Isthmus of Panama, &c., is demanded. Let
it be given. The ides that it will involve a
surrender to the Executive of the war making
power is simply ridiculous. The facts and
precedents cited by the message, including the
Paraguay expedition, are conclusive.

The Pacific Railroad enterprise is again ear-
nestly urged upon the favorable attention of
Congress, for the reasons assigned by the
Pregident in his last two anoual mes-
sages. We apprehend, however, that the
conflicting parties and factions in both
bouses have too many other irons in the
fire, snd are too much divided upon the route
and the ways and means, and the power to
construet such road, to agree upon any scheme
this side the Presidential election. Having
fulfilled his pledges, Mr. Buchanan, in any
event, need not trouble himself any further
upon the subject.

The somewhat practical question of our
federal finances has been very industriously
attended to by the administration in all its
departments, as the reporta of the screral
Becretaries will show. Some encouraging Jro-
gress bas also beem made in the work of 1
trenchment and reform, which gives tha Prosi
dent the right to demand the co-operation of
Congress. But whether they will co-operate
or not is quite another thing. Again: for the
purpose of avoiding for the future the beg
garly expedients of loans and treasury notes,
the message adheres to the policy of anin
crease of the revenue from the customs through
such modifications of the tariff schedules as
will secure the double purpese of more mo-
ney to the treasury and some incidental pro-
tection to our home maaufactures

Such are the salient pointa of this message.
In ita essential features it is a reproduction of
that of last year, and in every respéct it bears
the marksof a calm, thoughtful, earnest and in-
dustrious chief magistrate, in the discharge of
his great and manifold responsibilities. We
seo that nothing has escaped his supervision,
and that in everything he is the faithful public
servant. We know that his administration has
been pteadily gaining ground, and we feel as-
sared that from this day it will still more
largely command the respect and confidence of
the American people.

The Conditiom of Our Navy~The Heport
of the Becretary.

We publish in full, in another column, the re-
port of the Secretary of the Navy for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1859, After a brief sur-
vey of the Paraguay expedition and iis
satisfactory results, the Secretary refers to the
efforts for the suppression of the slave trade, to
which the services of eight steamers have been
devoted—four on the cosst of Guinea, and the
same number on the coast of Cuba. During the
past year, the squadron on the African coast
bave seized three American vessels engaged in
the slave trade there,and sent them back to the
authorities in the United States. Mr. Toucey s
of opinion that the presence of these two squad-
rons will render the slave traffic so dangerous
that few American vessels will be willing to
embark in it

A further increase of steamships I earnestly
recommended, a8 well as an increased foroe of
marines, midshipmen, naval surgeons and pur-
sers, to meet the requirements of the service.
Since the commencement of the present admi-
nistration, twenty steam vessels have been added
to the navy. The seven screw sloops of war au-
thorized by the act of Congress of June, 1858,
have been launched, and are all in commission
except one, and they are all reporied as well
constructed and satisfactory. Two of them
were built at Pensacola navy yard, and one at
the navy yard of Mare Island, California, thus
demonstrating that vessels required for the Pa-
cific service can be constructed on that coast
thereby avoiding the danger and delay of the
voyage around Cape Horn.

The cruisings of the various squadrons form
an interesting feature in the report. The duties
of the Home Squadron were chiefly confined to
the Gulf of Mexico and the Central American
and Mexican coasts, where they had enough to
doduring the troublesome times there. The Pa-
clfic Squadron was occupled in looking after
the interests of our citizens in the South Ameri-
can poris and the Pacific islands. Thé Mediter-
raneanSquadron during the Italian war found
occupation in protecting American interets in
that quarter, and had previously adjusted dif-
ficulties with Syria arising out of the murder

of Mr. Steinbeck and the outrage upon the
"lmﬂj' of Mr., Digkson at Juffa. To the Est

this Mexican problem, short of the oceypation |

Indis Sqadrom fell the &ty of conveying and
protecting our Ministers to Japam and Chlmy
during the negotiation ef the 'mportant gom-
merolal treaties whioh our government has seo-
oooded in making with these hitherto exolusive
empires. .

No appropristions having been made by the
last Congrees for improvement im the nary
yards, the works of that desoription have been
suspended, and no estimates are presented for
their continuance for the next flscal year. The
estimates for the support of the mavy and
marine corps, and all other objoots under the
oontrol of the Navy Department, for the year
1859, were $14,616,280, the appropriations
$14,608,354, and the expenditurss $14,659,267,
For the year 1860 the estimates were $18,500,370,
and the appropriations $10,464,769, The eati-
mates for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1861,
are put down at $11,244,845 in the present re-
port of the Becretary, being two millions and a
quarter lower than those of 1860. The report
will be read with interest.

The Financial Condition of the Natlion.

The report of Mr. Cobb on thestate of the
finances hias the: merit of being shoft, and we
are constrained to ssy that it has no other. He
follows in the old system of making up a mass
of figures in sucha way thatno amall sbility
at what & schoolboy calls oyphering is ne-
cessary to learn how the accounts of the coun-
try really stand. It was the objeot of the
framers of the constitution that the annual re-
port of the Secretary of the Treasury should
present to the country a clear exhibit of the
public revenue and expenditure, justas the
head of any well ordered business concern
would makeup his annual account of income
and expenses, to see how his affairs had gone
for the past year, and where he stood towards
his creditors. The heads of the Treasury De-
partment have long since departed from this
ides, and Mr. Cobb has not had the wit to get
his clerks out of the beaten track. We have
taken the pains to analyse his exhibit for the
year 1838-59, so as to show the income ac-
count, expense account, and borrowed money
account of the federal government for the past
year. Here are the figures: —
3 InvcoMs 3

sananyeihes $40,565,824 88
Public 18008.....0000ns 1.1'50%80
PR seeERbE B b e 2,082,650 83
Total,, drernes ++++ 853,406,071 01
A
mﬁc ....... St ss:,g.mg
ar Duparinet. L. 303434 8
A Wuu...
2 o 06,346,226 18
Actual deficit of incoms........ wruzean ++ 913,041,166 12
In sadition to this deficit, the government
bhad to provide menns 10 mest the bur-
inherited from the paat, and to
interest on debt to the of 17,408,285 44
Exoess of expense over {ncome.......... $30,346,440 50

To meet this great *disproportion between
expenses and income, resort has been had to
the fallacious system of borrowing, and
creating a debt for future paymeant. Thus
stands the

Mowmy AocovnT,
Cash in hand 1,1868........0.0...... 96,808,318 10
Leas cash in July 1, 1860 .« 4,389,275 54
Total borrowed monoy in 1858-9.... ....$30,346,440 566

If this were the account of & private indivi-
dual, he would not have credit on ’Change for
a single day; for however great his assets might
be, they could not stand such financiering dur-
ing ordinary business times. Il we were en-

gaged in an expensive war for the defence of
the permanent interests of the couniry, which
compelled us to draw upon our future resources
for the purpose of securing those interests, the
creation of a public debt would be pardona-
ble; but that in a period of profound peace
the Secretary of the Treasury should
be compelled to borrow a sum nearly
equal to sixty per cent of the public
income, Is » reproach and o shame. We
need not go into an analysis of Mr. Cobb's
estimates for 185960, They show the same
state of affairs. The BSecretary figures up
s balance of nearly fourteen millions of dol-
lars which he shows will stand to his credi in
the treasury if—oh! that little if—Congress will
make no more appropristions and stop pay-
ment on the deficits in the Post Office and other
departments, If these deficits, however, should
be paid, the cash in hand will be cut down to
about three and a half millions for Congresa to
veer and haul on. On thls basis Mr. Cobb
thinks we shall not be short of money; but as
we take & very different view of the probable
action of Congress from what Mr. Cobb does,
we are not at all surprised that the President
differs from him in opinion, and opines that
there will be a deficit.

We yet entertain the hope of seeing in the
Treasury department a man who will have the
manhood to throw aside this system of smother-
ing the public accounts, and who will frankly
say to the country that our system of finance Is
shamefully Inadequate to our requirements, and
that if we continue much longer in the present
system we shall incur a chronic habit of deflcit
which must eventually burthen us with increas-
ed expenditures for interest, and perhaps mate-
rially injure our credit. If we cannot raise suf-
ficlent revenue to meet our ordinary expenses
under our present circumstances, we respectfully
submit that either Mr. Cobb or the genius of Co-
lumbia should feel the blush of shame tingling
the cheek. According to the Secretary’s exhi-
bit, we imported foreign products %o the
amount of $338,768,130, on which we collected
an average duty of fifteen per cent, and we
exported $356,789,462 of produots in the year
1858-9. We should think a concern dolng such
a business as that ought to be able to pay its

expenses
We need not go lnto Mr. Cobb’s crudities
about commeree, nor his platitades and over-
estimates about gold from California. Nobody
cares a pin about his or any other Secretary of
the Treasury’s opinions about trade and over-
trade. All the merchants of the country wish
to know of the Secretary of the Treasury is
bhow much revenue he requires to meet the
wants of government, and how he proposes to
ralse it. Every merchant can at once tell how
the proposed measures will affect his own busi-
ness a great deal better than Mr. Cobb can.
The Secretary goes on to show that the per-
manent public debt is $45,155,977 66, and the
temporary debt on the 30th of June, 1859, was
$15,046,800 moro—making a total of $60,202,-
777 66, while the public buildings in process of
erection have been stopped, and no provision
has been made for the redemption of twenty
millions of treasury notes falling due on the
30th of June next. We do not lay the blame
of this state of things on Mr. Cobb. Itlis only

n part of the nightmare which the adminiatra-
tion of Mr. Bucbpnan luheriled from that of

poor Pierce, and which the Presideat has ho-
nestly desired to puy off by adopting a healthy
policy of finance; only that Mr, Cobb has dif-
fored persistently from Mr. Buchamsn in this
respect, and a factious Congress has done no-
thing at all but pass bills' for private jobs, and
thus help to make the matter worse.

Important Pestage Heforms=Hopers of

the Postmaster Genorsl.

Among the public documents irsnsmitted te
Congress by the warious departmenmts of the
government at Washington, and printed in our
columns to-day, will be found the able and im-
portant report of the Postmaster General.

The report opens with an allusion te the
death of his predesessor in March last, whioh,
fogether with the factious refusal of the last
Congrees to pass the usual appropriation bill
for the department, placed the affalrs of the
Post Office in a state of embarrassment unmpre-
cedented since *the foundation of the govern-
meat. Never did any previous Congress close
ita labors with such an utier dlaregard of any
provision for this important publio service. It
left unprovided for, in any shape or form, s
deficlency of $4,296,000 26. The result of this
might have been a total cessation of the mails,
but that the contractors, animated with a pa-
triotio spirit, took the risk of not being paid,
and cheerfully continued the service, depend-
ing on the next Congress to make the matter
all right., The present Congress, how-
ever, seems to he npo improvement on
the last; for mnearly s month has
now elapsed in debating about the elec-
tion of & Speaker, and no attempt has yet
been made to do that simple act of justice to
the mail contractors. When we compare this
conduct with the abuse to which the mail ser-
vice is subjected by members of Congress, in
sending not only their letiers, but even their
dirty linen, free by post, and flooding the
country with their still dirtier trash of speeches
and pamphlets, and such foul and treasonable
books as Helper's “Impending Orisis,” at the
expense of the Post Office Department, the
comparison places them in no enviable light
before the people.

"One of the most important points in the
Poatmaster’s report 1s his recommendation of
the abolition of the franking privilege. Con-
gress, by its voting $700,000 to the department
for this privilege, admita that it has no right to
it without compensation; but the “free matter”
has so increased of late that the sum of $700,000
is not one-fourth of what the compensation
ought to be. It costs the department about
$3,000,000, without any advantage to the
country; and the cutiting off of that amount,
with a little retrenchment in other direc-
tions, would have so reduced the expenditure
that there would have been no deficiency at
all at the close of the last session of Congress.
The recommendation of Mr. Holt is the best
ever made to Congress by a Postmaster, with
the exception of cheap postage. But there is
very little probability of its being adopted by
such & Congress as that which now trifles with
the public interests. Will @ongress, if & sense
of justice do not prompt it to abolish itafrank-
ing privilege, at least have the decency to raise
the remuneration fo the Post Office Department
to n figure commensurate with the burthen
which Congress imposes on it?

Another measure which is hardly less im-
portant, and which we bave urged for years, is
the repeal of the act of 1825, which authorized
“‘every printer of newspapers to send one paper
to each and every other printer of newspapers
within the United States free of postage,” and
also the absurd law of 1852, which requires
that weekly newspapers shall be delivered free
of postage toall subscribers residing within the
county in which such papers are published.
Mr. Holt advises the repeal of both these laws,
for substantial reasons. The newspapers receiv-
edin exchange are part of the journallst’s stock
in trade, and the expemse of their carriage
ought to be paid for the same as other
stock, and there can be no good reason why
all other persona should not receive newspa-
pers free through the Post Office as well as
Journalists. The result of this law is to over-
load the mails with a vast number of trashy,
uselegs papers, which otherwise would pot be
taben; and so far from serving the regular and
enterprising newspaper, it only delays its
transmission to the subseribers. The same
observation applies with equal if not greater
force to the privilege of sending o weekly
newspaper free of postage to subscribers re-
uiding within the limite of the county in which
it is published. By what rule of justice or
-equity does a person residing at the extreme
limit of one county recelve & newspaper print-
ed in that county free, and his neighbor, re-
siding beyond the boundary in the adjoining
county, and within a stone’s throw of him, pay
postage for the same paper! As well might
letters be delivered free in the same county in
which they are mailed. This law is the cause
of a vast number of worthless and pernicious
ephemeral papers burdening the mails, to the
injury of the legitimate press, and those who
subscribe for ita issues.

Under the hoad of “‘star bids,” the Postmaster
adverts ta an important change which the de-
partment is making in the mode of advertising
for proposals for carrying the mails. The act
of March 3, 1845, declares that It shall be the
duty of the Postmaster General to invite propo-
sals for carrying the mails with “‘due celerity,
certainty and pecurity,” without any designa-
tion of the mode of conveyance. The letter
and spirit of this act have been departed from,
and by this departure the department has been
embarrassed as much as from any other source.
The mall service has been made subservient to
the interests of commerce and travel, and to the
support of railroad, steamboat and stage com-
panles which could not exist without them,
and mail routes have been established in
some places where no letters are sent, and in
others expensive modes of conveyance have
been advertised for, when the service could be
performed more cheaply and as well by a dif-
ferent mode. Postmaster Holt smnounces his
determination to keep within the law, and not
to exceed It for the benefit of jobbers.

There s another reform which the Postmas-
ter points out as deeply needed, but which it is
only in the power of Congress to make. The
conveyance of the malls by railread costs
$8,243,974 per annum, besides $626,174 for
route agents, &¢. In many Instances, such as
new lines and sparsely populated regions,
there Is scarcely any correspondence; and yet
the railroad companles are permiited by law
to mulet the depariment without rendering an
equivalent. There I8 no reason why they should
be paid more than for merchandise or tha
freight of expresa companies; but Congread hea

fixed the rates much Ligher, whilo it compels

{he Postmaster ¢0 convey the malls by rafirond,
and does not luﬂi‘l’lﬂ! him to compel contracts
for the performance °f the work, The ruliroads
are paid from $50 to £'975 per mile for trams-
portation, when in Canad® the payment is from
$30 to $40, for which a sepa’ate car,and travel-
ling post office for sorting and' distributing, are
furnisbed. If the mails are seof as ordinangy
freight in Canada, the obarge is et two ceals
per mile whea the freight does nol ¢xcecd twe
bundred pounds. Noiwithstanding dbe enor
mous remunerstion, the companies, fortie mosh
part, will not render any accommodativa ie
the department; and they start af what
times they please, and make such apoed
a8 they think fit. The chaoge domasded:
in the law is to reduce the compensation byat
least one-third, and compel the companies '
enter into contracts with the Postmaster. Aw
the law now stands, of the three hundred and’
eighteen railroad routes in the United Staies;
there are one hundred and thirty-seven om
whith the mails are transported without cem-
traot. 'This is clearly wrong. :

economy in some other branches of the servioes
the Post Office might be made & self-sustalning
Institution, as it is in England, and letiers de-
livered to the address without charge beyoad-
the postage. This would be a great boon te
the poor, and save rich and poor and the osr-
riers from trouble. Often housekeepers have
not two cents at hand, and the carrier will mot
leave the letter without payment. One objeot
of prepayment in the postage of letters is thus
defeated, and to remedy the aunnoynace it
would be better even to make a uniform rate
of four or five cents postage, and have the let-
ters delivered ut the address without further
charge; and all “drop letters” in cities should
be delivered free when bearing a postage
stamp of two cents. That pays in London aad
other towns of England. Why not here?

The total revenue of our Post Office for the
year 1859 is $7,968,484. The expenses are
$15,764,092. The income, therefore, is only
about half the expenditure, whereas in Hnglaad
the government derives a considerable reveaue
from its Post Office, while postage is cheaper
than it is here. What is to prevent the great
republic of the New World praotising as muoh
economy in its mail service as any of the mo-
narchies of the Old World? and what good
reason can be assigned for the Post Office being
a heavy burthen, Instead of a self-supporting
institution, in a country in which general eds-
cation is far more widely diffused than it is im
England ?

Nom~Arrival of the Hungariam.
Portaxp, Dec. 27, 1858.
There are as yet oo signs of the sleamship Hungarian,
now fully due hore with Liverpool dates of the 1dth inet.
Weather clear and very cold. .

News from Mexfco.
New Onigane, Doc. 36, 1800,

The steamship Tenneesoe has arrived from Vera Orus
224 inst. The newa is unimportant.

A part of the cargo of guns and carbines ordered by the
government had arrived from New Yori.

The bark Julls Dean, from Havapa for Vers Cruz, was
lost on tho Oth, in & gale, near Vera Cruz.  The crew wers
saved, but the vessel was a tolal loes,

Degollada bad arrived st Vera Cruz.

Tampico wna quiet, and no attack waa appreheaded.

Marquez bad been imprisoned by Miramon, charged
with Insubordination.

The liberals had surprised and captured Teotitlan, ia
Oaxaca.

Arrival of the Overland Maifl.
Marror's Sramon, Mo., Doc. 26, 1850.
The overland mall, with San Francisoo dates of the 5k,
wrrived hore at half-past eleven o’clock on Sunday morn-
ing. nwmgmhhwmh&mm
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Fire at Newark, N. J.—Loss of Life.
Newank, Dec. 27, 1850.
About 8 o'clock yestorday mrulng, 8 dwelling housa
I Coe's court in this city, ocouplod by four families, was
dostroyed by flre. All the iomates cscaped save
one, & Mrs. Lyons, who reached the fromt door,
but' becoming bewildered, could not i,

Troy, Dec, 27, 1880,
The country reaidénce of W. ¥, Burden, ncar thia clty,
waa eptred by burglars on Sunay ;s;m uﬂrub‘hdcf
mm o

Murder In Boston.
Bosvon, Nec. 7, 1850,
- Harriet Goodnow, alisa Freeborn l‘znr of a brothel
hapri.:gml.m choked to dosth night by Chas.
H. Govdhue, He was arrestad.

Arrival of Hemry Clay's Statue.
New Omimann, Dec. 1880,

20,
The shi, Forn has arrived from Havre, with the
atatue of m,. 3 !

Loaassront, Ind., Doo, 26, 1889,
The Toledo, Loganport and Borlington Rafiroad Com-
pany leted their track on Baturday, and an excurs

Blo train
The Freemasons and the Unions

t hera for Peoria to-dny.

nLanELenia, Dec. 27, 1869,
The Hon. Henry M. Phillips was this day (astalied ag
Grand Muster of the Goand Lodge of Teages ivania, snd
mude avery appropriate and soltalle o idress far Mo ocoas

By the reirenchment effected by these re-.
forms, and by getting rid of useleas rontes, sush .
a8 the Tehuantepeo, and by the practice of-




